This article ran in the Newark Advocate on September 6, 2007. The mural can be viewed
at The Works museum in downtown Newark. For information about The Works, visit www.
attheworks.org. For more about artist Michael Coronado, visit www.michaelcoronado.com
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were represented in the black-
and-white photo.

Coronado liked the photo in
part because its perspective lent
itself toward anam h.'lsm, an
artistic technigue in actu-
al dimensions are distorted but
look normal wheuw&wedzrdndlil
aspeca.fmvantagepumt]n -
tion to being suited to the re-
stricted space, the painting style
will provide a resource for mu-
seum programmers to discuss
with ﬁs mathematical con-
cepts

The mural remains ufmu:sa,
first and foremost, a work of art.
Coronado said he briefly consid-
ered painting the mural in
shades of grey but decided

against it

“If 1 had done it in black and
white, I think it would have been
lost in the corner,” he said.

He wanted the mural to depict
history in living color, just as the
adjacent exhibits do. Coronado
selected earthy colors based on
the building materials of the
time and ones that generated a
warm glow consistent with the

buildings are the s-amel’.asﬂrer
uwdtubE}l but the facades are
different, the colors are differ-
ent. It would take a keen eye and
somebody who knows a lot
ahuutNewm'km out what

stepped out of the mural he is
creating. Confessing he usually
wears “scrubby clothes” to
paint, he said working in the
museum and being surrounded
by mementos of the time period
inspired him to wear sus-
penders and a newsboy cap
while working on the mural

“I feel a painting will be what 1
imagine if I get lost in it a little
bit,” he said. “That's my favorite
thing about painting. It's the
transcendence. You're escaping
but you're producing at the
same time."

Coronade, who stepped down
as creative director at The
Works last week, has been work-
ing on the painting for about a
week and m to finish it

them the value of giving back as
" she said.

“We have pieces of work that
have been donated by our
artist-in-residence program,
but Michael is the first to leave
this type of lasting legacy. 1
know that he will be successful
as a working artist because of
his passion for creative ex-
pression.”

Edwards can be reached
blindd -l
edward@newarkadvocate.com.




